
 

TAFE Centres of Excellence 
Nationally networked collaboration in critical sectors  

What are TAFE Centres of Excellence? 

Through the National Skills Agreement (NSA), the Australian Government has partnered with 
states and territories to support the establishment of 20 nationally networked TAFE Centres of 
Excellence to help deliver a skilled workforce for strategically important industries to meet 
national challenges.  

The TAFE Centres of Excellence are increasing collaboration between TAFEs, through partnerships 
with industry, Jobs and Skills Councils, unions and universities to deliver the skills people need for 
good, secure work and careers. 

What are the benefits? 

TAFE Centres of Excellence are: 
• providing national leadership in the delivery of skills, education and training 

• bringing together employers, unions, universities and other education and training providers to 
develop and implement real work and practical solutions to meet skills needs 

• supporting industry and enriching students’ learning experience through applied research and 
problem-solving programs 

• innovating the delivery of tertiary education, such as the development and delivery of higher 
apprenticeships in areas of high skills need 

• disseminating best practice across the TAFE network 

• enabling organisational innovation and teaching and training excellence. 

What does it mean for the VET system? 

TAFE Centres of Excellence are exemplars of quality training and learning. They are strengthening 
the capability and capacity of the VET system, providing high-quality and responsive skills training 
for critical and emerging industries. This includes supporting the transition to a net zero economy, 
sustaining essential care and support services, strengthening digital and technological capability, 
delivering housing supply, and supporting sovereign capability and food security. 



 

How much funding has been allocated? 

The Australian Government is investing up to $324 million over 5 years under the NSA to support 
the establishment and operation of 20 TAFE Centres of Excellence. States and territories are 
matching this contribution. 

Eight of these TAFE Centres of Excellence are receiving a combined total of $31.6 million in 
additional funding under the Turbocharging TAFE Centres of Excellence measure. This funding, 
committed through the Working Future White Paper, is supporting rapid establishment of TAFE 
Centres of Excellence in the areas of net zero, the care and support sector, and digital skills. 

Where can I find further information? 

The Australian Government has worked collaboratively with states and territories to agree on 
implementation arrangements for the TAFE Centres of Excellence and Turbocharging measure. 
Further details are available in the published implementation plans and project plans on the 
Federal Financial Relations (FFR) website. 

A full list of the 20 TAFE Centres of Excellence is available on the Department of Employment and 
Workplace Relations website. 

For further information, including opportunities to connect with a specific TAFE Centre of 
Excellence, please contact the relevant State Government’s Skills and Training department or visit 
the TAFE Centre of Excellence’s website. 

https://federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/agreements/tafe-centres-excellence
https://federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/agreements/tafe-centres-excellence-0
https://www.dewr.gov.au/national-skills-agreement/tafe-centres-excellence
https://www.dewr.gov.au/national-skills-agreement/tafe-centres-excellence

